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Fungi are distributed worldwide and the number of species estimated is more than 1.5 million. They grow 
in a wide range of habitats. They act as decomposers, mutualists, and pathogens. Many species are found 
to be in a mutualistic association with the insects, inhabiting their gut regions. However, besides their 
major basic positive role in the cycling of minerals, organic matter and mobilizing insoluble nutrients, 
fungi have other beneficial impacts: they are considered good sources of food and active agents for a 
number of industrial processes involving fermentation mechanisms as in the bread, wine and beer 
industry. A number of fungi also produce biologically important metabolites such as enzymes, vitamins, 
antibiotics and several products of important pharmaceutical use; still others are involved in the 
production of single cell proteins. The economic value of these marked positive activities has been 
estimated as approximating to trillions of US dollars. The unique attributes of fungi thus herald great 
promise for their application in biotechnology and industry. Since ancient Egyptians mentioned in their 
medical prescriptions how they can use green molds in curing wounds as the obvious historical uses of 
penicillin, fungi can be grown with relative ease, making production at scale viable. The search for fungal 
biodiversity, and the construction of a living fungi collection, both have incredible economic potential in 
locating organisms with novel industrial uses that will lead to novel products. Fungi have provided the 
world with penicillin, lovastatin, and other globally significant medicines, and they remain an untapped 
resource with enormous industrial potential.  
To add to the understanding of fungal biology, their sustainable use and efficient integration of post-
genomic data for future research, following conference themes have been envisaged with Keynote 
Lectures, Award Lectures, Invited talks, Oral and Poster presentations etc. 

 
Scientific themes  
 
1.  Fungal taxonomy, diversity, evolution, and conservation 
     Fungi and their role in sustainable development 
 
2.  Mycotoxicology and their commercial use  
      Fungal nanotechnology and future sustainability 
 
3.   Enzyme technology for sustainability  
       Pharmaceuticals and nutraceuticals fungi 
 
4.   Symbiotic relationship and fungal ecology  
       Fungal Genomics  
 
5.   Biodegradation, bioremediation and biofilm application  
       Fungal diversity in plant health management in agriculture and forestry 
 
6.   Food and Industrial mycology 
       Medical mycology  
 
7.   Current research and development in mycology 
       Bio-piracy, ethics and IPR 
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